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Sir: 


Having noted in your January 
31 issue that someone else found 
fault with your lead editorial “Is 
A Managed Economy Christian?”’ 
I must state that I have saved that 
particular editorial as an excellent 
example of sensational, illogical 
and ex cathedra writing. 


The title intrigued me because 
as a layman teacher of young 
adult classes I hoped to find an an- 
swer to your question. You raise 
the question, and in your first sen- 
tence and in your next to the last 
sentence you state it is unChris- 
tian, without one line of proof. 
You have given your reasons for 
thinking our economy is being 
mismanaged, and for calling it 
wasteful, uneconomical and a 
scandal of inefficiency, but you 
have not shown it to be unChris- 
tian. 


The question you raised was not 
whether our economy is being mis- 
managed but whether a managed 
economy (even a well - managed 
economy) is unChristian. 


It had been my hope that you 
would explain how a managed 
economy is unChristian in the 
light of the actions and practices 
of the early Christians in the first 
few chapters of Acts, as well as in 
the light of the story of Joseph 
managing the Egyptian economy, 
and Moses managing the economy 
of the children of Israel, but none 
of these points were raised. 


The only “proof,” if it can be 
called that, is your bald statement, 
which would be accepted as proof 
only if we were to accord to you 
the omniscience which the Cath- 
olics ascribe to their Pope. As Pro- 
testants we expect something bet- 
ter in the way of proof. 

A managed economy may be un- 
Christian, but open your Bible and 
prove it. 

Yours very truly, 
Will Mann Richardson. 

Tyler, Tex. 


This editorial was not intended 
to be sensational, illogical or ex 
cathedra. Obviously, we were 
speaking of a managed economy as 
we have had it in America in re- 
cent vears. QOur objections are 
based on official tacts, on the ex- 
pressed opinions of experts, such as 
Dr. Edwin Nourse, and on the 
things which any citizen can see 
being enacted in his own commu- 
nity. 


It seems to us that mismanage- 
ment, wastefulness, uneconomical 
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methods and inefficiency are un- 
Christian and we do not see how 
they can be termed otherwise. 


You ask us to open the Bible 
and explain the managed econo- 
mies recorded there: 


The Egyptians did have a man- 
aged economy under Joseph but 
they ended up the s/aves of Pha- 
raoh. 


The Children of Israel had a 
managed economy under Moses 
tor practically forty years, but 
they were under a theocracy and 
(sod never intended them to spend 
those forty years in the wilderness. 


‘The early Christians tried a 
pooled economy but abandoned it 
long before the close of the first 
century. 


It seems to us that our managed 
economy has done much to develop 
a teeling in the masses of depend- 
ence on the government, while 
those in control have used _ this 
same managed economy to_ per- 
petuate themselves in office. To me 


this 7s unChristian. —L.N.B. 


Sir: 


I have been receiving The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal almost 
since its beginning. It is spiritual- 
ly refreshing to read a magazine 
that takes a very positive stand 
and yet avoids a spirit of antayon- 
ism. I have found the editorials to 
be vitally helpful and wish to 
congratulate you and Dr. Bell 
upon a splendid piece of jour- 
nalism. 


I praise God for the conserva- 
tive and evangelistic message that 
your periodical constantly empha- 
sizes—May God continue to richly 
bless you in this important minis- 
try. 
J. W. McGlathery, Pastor, 
kirst United Presbyterian 
Church. 

Pittsburg, Pa. 


Sir: 


May I assure you ... 1 have en- 
joyed The Journal right along... 
I not only sympathize with ... the 
difficult position of editor, but 
also admire you for your adher- 
ence to Bible and creed, and pray 


that the witness vf The Journa!' 
may continue as a protest against 
modernism and a testimony to the 
truth. 


Rev. John Bovenkerk, 
American Reformed Church 


Hull, Iowa. 


A part of a letter received from 
Mr. Ko Oon Yong, a young Chris- 
tian in Chonju, Korea, a clerk in 
the Chosun Industrial Bank there. 
Mr. Ko’s letter is dated, Chonju, 
Korea, Nov. 7, 1950. 


“It is almost six months since | 
saw you last. During the time al- 
most everything was changed. Our 
city was under control of Puppet 
government for ten weeks. North 
Korean Army flooded the city on 
the 20th of July. We, all of the 
Korean people could clearly under- 
stand what communism was. They 
made use of the name of Justice. 
They said they were fighting for 
tight. We looked at their hands: 
they were stained with blood, the 


blood of their plunder, cruelties, 


murder, violation of chastity, in- 
stead of liberty for proletariat. 
They killed many peaceable citiz- 
ens, regardless of age and sexes. 
especialiy policemen and Christian. 
My beloved brother was slaughter- 
ed by them. He was a faithful! 
Christian. They took me for an 
American spy: so assaulted me, 
and I was nearly killed. They 
carried away all of my household 
effects for the reason of reaction- 
ary. I cannot help bearing a 
grudge against them. They lost 99 
per cent of the whole nation’s 
support: not only bourgeois sup- 
po:t but also all proletarian sup- 
port, even the farmer and the 
labourer. We Koreans shall never 
be fooled by their good-sounding 
sogans and propaganda. 


We thank Almighty God and ap- 
preciate for the help of U. N. 
forces, especially U. S. Army. The 
future belongs to the just nations. 
‘They shall inherit the earth. That 
free Nation who would fight not 
to conquer but to liberate, to set 
free oppressed peoples, the en- 
siaved races; that just and strong 
nation, ally of the weak, who is 
she?’ She is America. 

This letter was addressed to 
Rev. S. Dwight Winn, missionary 
from Korea, evacuated July 1950. 


Mr. Winn has been a missionary 
of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church since 1912, stationed at 


Chonju, Korea. 
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EDITORIAL | 


Let The A.R.P. Assets 
Not Be Squandered! 


News reports indicate that our Associate Reform- 
ed Presbyterian brethren are drawing up plans for 
mergers In two ways, with the United Presbyterian 


Church and with our Church. Presumably, their 


committee will leave it to their courts to determine 
which of the two suitors the fair bride is to accept— 
if either: 

Now the larger Church is always willing to unite 
with the smaller. Thus it is no credit to our denom- 


ination that we are ready to receive our brethren - 


who bear such a good name among us. We can, 
however show our Christian consideration by taking 
care that in the plan of union we preserve the 
assets of their heritage, even as we are asking the 
larger USA Church to conserve our assets in the 
Plan of Union they offer us (a request, by the way, 
which the Plan of Union with the USA brethren 


has not so far honored). 


The most conspicuous testimony of the ARP 
Church has been the use of the Psalms in Christian 
Worship. This, as well as such other spiritual assets 
as are better known to them than to the writer, 
ought to be conserved in the union offered them. 


In the past ARP congregations have come into 
our Church with permission to use exclusively the 
psalms in their singing and of course this privilege 
ought to be extended. But over and above that, our 
Church ought to be enriched as a whole by the 
addition of this testimony. The union plan might 
well embody some such proposals as the following: 
that the united Church recognize the permanent 
value of the Psalm in Church worship and direct the 
Board of Education to include in all future books 


of praise a goodly selection of psalms and portions; 
that all of our congregations be asked to adopt the 
custom—+generally observed in the Church of Scot- 
land—of having the first “hymn” in the morning 
worship a psalm or a portion of a psalm, and of 
opening the evening service with Old Hundred ; that 
a committee including a generous proportion of 
ARP’s be appointed to revise our hymnals in such 
a way as to see that all the hymns we offer in the 
books we publish or approve are Scriptural in 
thought and in expression. This would mean elimi- 
nating such things as James Russel Lowell’s The 
Present Crisis with its, “some great cause, God’s 
new Messiah’’—a thought that is contrary to the 
New Testament. It might turn us back to the vital 
faith that lifted the walls of Reformed Protestant- 
ism in Scotland. We ought to treat the courts of 
the Lorp only in ways of His own ordaining, and 
that means a worship exclusively according to His 
Word. Let the united Church gather in, not dissi- 
pate, the strength of the A.R.P. testimony! 
Similarly, we hope that their fine emphasis on the 
Sabbath will tone up our observance of the Lord’s 


Day. —Wnm.C.R. 


There Are 
Essential Truths 


There is a vast difference between the dilapidated 
and often amazingly contrived jalopy of some in- 
genious boy driving down the highway, and the 
sleek lines and performance of a 1951 Cadillac, 
Lincoln or Chrysler. 

But, the jalopy and the latest model have certain 
essential parts in common. Both have engines which 
run; both have ignition (electrical) systems which 
produce a spark to ignite the gasoline; both have 
wheels, although one may even lack tires on those 
wheels: both have some form of connecting mech- 
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anism between the engine and the wheels. These and 
a few other additions would be considered the es- 
sentials of locomotion. 


Of course, one might even fake locomotion by 
starting at the top of a hill, and, taking advantage 
of the power of gravity, roll down until other forces 
bring you to a stop. 


In Christianity there too are certain inevitable 
essentials. These have nothing to do with the out- 
ward forms of ritual, ecclesiastical machinery or 
some magnificent program, desirable as all of these 
may be in some degree. 


Some will say, Christianity is Christ and all else 
is secondary. It is true that Christianity is Christ 
but it is no longer sufficient to make such a sweeping 
statement and then leave the interpretation of the 
person and work of Christ to the vagaries of the 
imagination, science or human philosophy. It is this 
willingness to leave all consideration of interpreta- 
tion to the individual which is causing so much con- 
fusion in the theological world, and this confusion 
carries, of necessity, out into the world which needs 
Him so much. 


Regardless of how much some may seek to avoid 
the inevitable conclusion, there are essentials of the 
Christian faith; doctrines they are called; which fit 
together to make a perfect picture of the Person and 
the Work of our Lord. Just as there are absolutely 
necessary component parts in an automobile, if it ts 
to run, so there are certain irreducible minimums of 
truth about Christ, without which our faith is void 
and our work useless. 


Probably most Christians will admit the above to 
be true but when the definition of essential truths is 
attempted an immediate clamour results. There are 
those who consider a statement that Jesus Christ is 
“Divine Lord and Saviour”’ all that is necessary. Un- 
fortunately, we live in a time when some have an 
unusual facility for using old terminology with an 
entirely new meaning. To “interpret” a fact so that 
it becomes a fancy, to “interpret” truth so that it 
actually is untruth, is an ingenious but not very 
worthy method of “interpretation.” 


This entire matter of definition can never be satis- 
factorily determined so long as human speculation 
has any place in the conclusions reached. There must 
be a source of authority, some place to which man 
can turn and by which he can affirm, “this is the 
truth.”’ This source of authority is, of course, the 
Bible, the Word of God. Men deny this; the higher 
critics vigorously denounce such an authority. But, 
deny this and human wisdom, philosophical specula- 
tion, is the only other alternative. 


It is our plea that we should at least give God a 
chance to present His Son as He has seen fit in His 
Word. To accept Christ as “Divine Lord and 
Saviour’ and then divest Him of the supernatural 
things which prove that He is truly the Son of God, 
is a form of lip service which does Him little honor. 
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The world does not need the Christ of human 
imagination but it desperately needs the Christ of 


the Bible. 


We do not honor Him when we affirm His di- 
vinity and at the same time encircle this with a 
mental reservation, or nullify its meaning by ex- 
plaining it as the divinity common to all men, but in 
a more perfect or intense form. He is either the Son 
of God, which He claimed to be, or He is an im- 
postor. 


We do not honor Him when we deny His virgin 
birth, thereby giving the lie to the Scriptural record 
which is the only scientific and satisfactory explana- 
tion of the incarnation. 


We do not honor Him when we divest Him of 
His miracle-working power, either denying the mir- 
acles or seeking to explain them along naturalistic 
lines. These miracles which He performed primarily 
to prove that He was the Son of God—His passport 
from Heaven in a doubting world. 


We do not honor Him when we question the 
glorious fact that He died for our sins, the just and 
holy bearing the penalty of our guilt. This vicarious 
atonement of the eternal Lamb of God, by His shed 
blood, is stated and restated in the Bible to the 
eternal confusion and loss of those who deny it. 


We do not honor Him when we deny His bodily 
resurrection, one of the best attested facts of history 
and living proof that He has overcome sin and its 
consequences. 


We do not honor Him when we ignore His often- 
repeated promise that He is coming again, the open- 
ing phase in God's certain and final judgement of 
the world. 


These and other great truths of Christianity, 
superimposed on the fact of man’s sinful state and 
his need of God’s intervention on his behalf, make 
up some of the essentials of Christian truth. 


The glamour of a streamlined body, low-swung 
chassis and artistically placed chromium do not com- 
bine to make a car run. Late models have radios 
operated by a foot-switch so that the loudest station 
automatically comes on. ‘hey have push-button con- 
trols for all of the windows, the piastic seat covers 
are even treated to diminish unpleasant static. These 
and many other gadgeis are nice and have their 
place. But, none of them make the car go. 


So, in the visible church there are so many things 
which are attractive, which enlist enthusiasm, work 
and giving. These all have their place but the thing 
which reaily makes a church a power for the living 
God is what that church preaches, teaches and be- 
lieves about the person and work of God’s Son, our 
Saviour. 

The faith which honors God, and which He in 
turn honors in believers, is a simple child-like faith 


in His Son, as He is revealed in the Scriptures. This 
has been true down through the centuries and it is 
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true today. God does not look to the intellectual, the 
sophisticate, the erudite, the socially correct to in- 
terpret His truth. He looks to the man of faith for 
this service. True, God can greatly use the intel- 
lectual who has his intellect subordinated to simple 
faith. He can use the sophisticate, the erudite and 
the socially correct if all that they have which is so 
attractive, humanly speaking, comes under the sav- 
ing and transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 


We do not believe that it is possible to have an 
impaired view of the Person and Work of Christ 
and perform a full service for Him. A jalopy which 
runs is more worthy of trust than a limousine lack- 
ing an essential part. So a Christian who believes 
and lives by that faith is the one God can use. 


Whatever our intellectual or social background or 
attainments, God wants everything we have surren- 
dered to and subordinated to His will. Paul stands 
as a shining example of what a Christian should be 
and he expressed his faith and his position in these 


_ striking words: “I am crucified with Christ: never- 


theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 


As one reads this sublime statement and considers 
one’s doubts, fears and denials, there wells up this 
prayer: 


Gop BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER. —L.N.B. 


“Go ... Preach 
The Gospel” 


The present condition of the world is surely in 
part due to the failure of the Christian Church to 
evangelize the world. It was nearly twenty centuries 
ago that our Lord commanded, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” 
and it has not yet been accomplished. The Church 
of today has probably a larger knowledge of the 
world, and of the real condition of humanity, and 
greater resources for the carrying out of this com- 
mand of our Lord, than the Church of any previous 
generation. One might well expect that Christians 
today, with all the financial resources, the education, 
and most modern means of communication at their 
disposal, would be hastening to bring the message of 
the Gospel to every last creature upon the earth. 
The enemies of the Gospel are making every effort 


to advance their cause. False religions and Com- 


munism are everywhere aggressively on the march. 
They are making new inroads among many peoples. 
But, apart from some glorious exceptions, the 
Church is asleep and paralyzed. A high authority on 
international relations, John Foster Dulles, long 
before the Korean war broke out, declared, “As | 
study international problems, in the present crisis, | 
feel more than ever the need of intensive missionary 
activity. Indeed, the magnitude of the present crisis 
is largely a measure of the magnitude of Christian 
inadequacy in the missionary field.” 


What shall we answer to this serious and search- 
ing indictment? Why is the story of many mission 
boards one of retrenchment and retreat? Why has 
missionary zeal and interest generally declined in the 
American Churches? What is the reason for this 
lessened desire to preach Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified, that men everywhere might be saved? ‘The 
fact is that unbelief has eaten its way like a cancer 
into the life of the Christian Church, and robbed 
us of our spiritual life and power. The unbelief in 
the home churches was transmitted by modernistic 
missionaries to the mission fields. Some mission fields 
and national Christian Churches in other lands are 
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permeated by modernism, just as they are here. Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union The- 
ological Seminary in New York, one of the world’s 
outstanding liberals, describing certain of the nation- 
al churches which have lately arisen on the mission 
fields, writes: “The younger Christian churches 
have grown up largely under the tutelage of mission- 
aries from Britain and North America. Their minds 
have been schooled in an interpretation of Christian 
faith more akin to liberalism than to orthodoxy or 
neo-orthodoxy.”’ Dr. Van Dusen knows whereof he 
speaks. This seed of unbelief has been sown and is 
now bearing fruit in apathy and impotence, both at 
home and abroad. 


This modernism, with its attack on the Bible and 
its teachings, scoffed at the idea that all men were 
eternally lost, apart from faith in Christ. It talked 
as though Christianity were only one of many re- 
ligions, and not the special revelation of God. It was 
interested in a sort of religious syncretism, instead of 
proclaiming the absolute finality of Jesus Christ. It 
suggested that what men needed was not so much 
to hear the Gospel of salvation, as to have their 
social and economic and educational conditions im- 
proved. The Gospel was sidetracked, in the interest 
of many people in the home churches, in the pro- 
grams of many mission boards, and in the work on 
many mission fields. 


‘Rethinking Missions,’ a book produced by this 
modernism, was essentially a program for revamping 
missions away from their New Testament founda- 
tions. Although a strong protest was made against 
this book and its false philosophy of missions at the 
time, many of its ideas have since quietly and unob- 
trusively been put into practice by many mission 
boards. These ideas called for toning down the 
uniqueness of the Christian Gospel, and for a larger 
emphasis on the educational, social and economic by- 
products of Christianity, to the inevitable neglect of 
evangelism. While preaching the Gospel of Christ 
after the New Testament fashion was discounted, 
millions of dollars were put into the establishment of 
great universities. ‘Today we are discovering that 
some of these universities have been teaching modern- 
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ist doctrines for years, and are really Christian only 
in name. They have produced no mighty resistance 
either to paganism or now to Communism and its 


hatred of the Gospel. 


‘The supreme task of the Church is the evangeliza- 
tion of the world. Our Lord did not command us 
to civilize the world, to educate the world in science 
and economics, to share our culture and art with the 
world, but to preach the Gospel to every creature. 
lf we had done more of the latter and less of the 
former, the Church would inevitably have remained 
closer to her Lord, and the world would not now 
be in its present condition. What is more heart- 
breaking is that we are still doing more of the same. 
A recent report of the Foreign Missions Conference 
notes that missionaries now sent abroad by the older 
denominations ‘“‘are more likely to be teachers and 
technicians than preachers and evangelists.”’ This is 
not a healthy sign. Is there no longer a Gospel to 
preach? 


The very urgency of the present hour calls for 
concentration on evangelism. What Japan, and 
India, and every other country needs today, are not 
more music teachers but more evangelists. There 
are, of course, certain basic physical needs which 
must be met. We should heal the sick, clothe the 
naked, and feed the hungry. We do not mean to say 
that it is our business to sit under a tree and tell the 
story of Jesus, while we allow people to die. But 
what if we are no longer telling the story of Jesus? 
‘These ought ye to have done, and not to have left 
the other undone.” 


This is no time to play on the periphery of the 
Christian task, while we avoid the preaching of the 
one Gospel which alone can save men from sin and 
eternal perdition. This is an hour to husband our 
resources for the primary task, the preaching of the 
Word of God, that through such preaching the 
Holy Spirit may convict men of sin and bring them 
to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Church Herald. 


The Christian Faith 


According To 
Irenzus Of Lyons 


Historical scholars of many persuasions are rec- 
ognizing the outstanding significance of Irenaeus in 
the Christian life of the second century. He was 
the most Christian thinker of that period and the 
most clearcut in his opposition to Platonic Gnosti- 
cism. He saw that the Creator and the Redeemer 
are the one and the same, God, and that the Chris- 
tian faith is based on God’s great acts for our 
salvation wrought in our own history. 


Irenaeus’ interest was in salvation not in a 
philosophy of the universe, his basis was the Bible 
rather than classical literature. He was a conscious- 
ly Christian, biblical teacher. It is our purpose to 
call attention to some of his fine statements. 


When Hellenistic philosophy, working through 
Gnosticism and Marcionism, denied the Creator of 
the material world and made Christ’s human nature 
a mere appearance (Docetism), Irenaeus affirmed 
“the three dogmas of early Christianity”: 


(1) God’s creation of the earth as well as of the 
heavens, that is, of matter; 


(2) The actual incarnation that is, the taking of 
our flesh, our full humanity by God in the Person 
of Jesus Christ; 

(3) The final state not merely as Plato’s immor- 
tality of the soul, but the Christian doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body, that is, even of the flesh. 


The final state is not represented in the Bible as 
a new heavens, but as a new heavens and a new 
earth. By such distinct affirmations the Christian 
faith was preserved from melting away into Platonic 
idealism and the Divine, undeserved grace or love 
of God set forth. Christian faith is not man-centered, 
but God-centered—only God can raise the dead. 


Here is Irenaeus’ statement of the primitive creed 
setting forth in a trilateral form “the three dogmas” 
of the Christian faith: ““The Church, though dis- 
persed throughout the whole world, even to the ends 
of the earth, has received from the apostles and 
their disciples, this faith: (She believes) in one God, 
the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and the sea, and all things that are in them; and 
in one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who became 
incarnate for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, 
who proclaimed through the prophets the dispensa- 
tions of God, and the advents, and the birth from 
a virgin, and the passion, and the resurrection from 
the dead, and the ascension into heaven of the flesh 
of the beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and His 
(future) manifestation from heaven in the glory of 
the Father to ‘gather all things into one’ and to 
raise up anew all flesh of the whole human race, in 
order that to Christ Jesus, our Lord and God and 
Saviour and King, according to the will of the in- 
visible Father ‘every knee should bow of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess’ to Him, 
and that He should execute just judgments towards 
all; that He may send ‘spiritual wickednesses,’ and 
the angels who transgressed and became apostates, 
together with the ungodly and unrighteous and 
wicked and profane among men, into everlasting 
fire; but may, in the exercise of His grace, confer 
immortality on the righteous and holy and those who 
have kept His commandments and have persevered in 
His love, some from the beginning (of their Chris- 
tian course) and others from (the date) of their 
repentance and may surround them with everlasting 
glory.’ Against Heresies, 1, x. 2. —Wm.C.R. 
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Church Extension 


The South is growing more rapidly than any part 
of the United States. Speaking of the increase in 
spendable income in the decade between 1939-1949, 
Dr. Paul Chapman of the University of Georgia 
says: “Never in the history of the nation has so great 
a gain been made in so short a time.” 


Dean Chapman notes that in all phases of business 
the South has outgained the nation during post war 
vears by fourteen per cent. Any traveler through our 
Southern states can witness to evidences of this 
growth. 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church reflects this 
growth in every area of its life. There ts a new spirit 
in our whole denomination. New congregations are 
springing up everywhere. Old established congrega- 
tions are expanding their ministry and their build- 
ings. Churches that have struggled for bare existence 
suddenly find themselves faced with staggering op- 
portunities, as spreading industry, defense plants 
and revived agriculture plant people all around 
them. 


The shifting, growing South presents our denom- 
ination with a challenge which is recognized by all 
our people. 


Out of this recognized opportunity is growing an 
increased need for united action. There is a need 
for specialized services which can be provided only 
as all of us unite in providing them. The General 
Assembly set up the Board of Church Extension to 
supply these services in certain areas of Our Common 
responsibility. This Board was charged with a two- 
fold task. First, it was recognized that at some point 
in our church life there must be those who see the 
task as a whole. Presenting the whole picture brings 
renewed inspiration to those who labor in one place. 
It also makes possible a sharing by all of the benefits 
discovered by any. Second, the Board was established 
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to furnish to everyone certain services which cannot 
be provided by individual Presbyteries and local 
churches. 


The Board has no program to sell. It has a 
service of helpfulness to offer those who do the 
work at the levels of the local church and Presbytery 
and Synod. 


Surely if we are to minister to the South, there 
must be a place where the resources of the strong 
may be placed at the disposal of the weak. Choice 
opportunities to serve are lost every day because 
money is not available. Your Board tries to keep the 
whole picture in mind, to bring into focus the urgent 
needs, and to channel the gifts of the strong to meet 
these needs. The money thus exchanged is given by 
Presbyteries and local churches and is spent by 
Presbyteries and local churches. The Board serves 
largely as a meeting ground. This work is known as 
Sustentation. 


Our denomination has become acutely conscious 
of the need of some help for our small churches in 
the country and small towns. This need expressed 
itself in a desire for help in bringing inspiration to 
the discouraged and instruction to those seeking 
knowledge. ‘The ‘Town and Country Church De- 
partment under Dr. Henry McLaughlin rendered 
this service for many years. This work is now a part 
of the Board of Church Extension and is ably led 
by Dr. James M. Carr. 


Our growing cities and towns beg for new 
churches and for expanded services by established 
ones. Locating new churches requires skills that are 
developed. From all sides come requests for help. 
From these requests has grown our Urban Church 
Department which is now headed by Mr. Hal 
Hyde. 


The vanguard of new churches is new Sunday 
Schools. Synod and Presbytery leaders seek trained 
workers to help them meet the responsibilities they 
feel so heavily. Providing for and training workers 
for this pioneer work is the task of the Sunday 
School Department. For many years under Dr. Me- 
Laughlin in the old Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education and Publication this Department 
is now a part of the Board of Church Extension. 
‘These Sunday School Extension workers are directed 
on the field by Synod and Presbytery Committees. 


The present war emergency against the back- 
ground of deep spiritual need, has made our people 
unanimous in their desire that our denomination do 
its part in providing a Christian ministry to our 
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Armed Forces. Our chaplains need and deserve and 
shall have, every support of their Church. Every 
Presbyterian boy and girl in Service must know and 
feel our helping hand of Christian love. Our De- 
partment of Defense Service is committed to making 
all this a reality. 


These Departments of Sustentation, Town and 
Country Church, Urban Church, Sunday School 
Extension and Defense Service, make up our Home 


Mission Division of which Dr. Claude Pritchard 
is the able Secretary. 


Social upheaval has made us actually conscious of 
the necessity of bringing Christ afresh to every 
generation by evangelism. The General Assembly 
answered the need expressed from every quarter by 
offering a full-time leader in this field. From this 
central point our people have asked for and received 
stimulation and inspiration to press forward in 
bringing the unchurched face to face with Christ. A 
united Church doing a united job demands guidance 
in the details of how to do this important work. 
Pamphlets, literature, tracts must be _ provided. 
‘Training centers, leadership for community effort, 
for Presbytery and Synod all are necessary. 


The Division of Evangelism under Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, has led in all these things. Seldom in 
the life of our denomination has so much been ac- 
complished by one man with so little money. 


Radio and television are powerful factors in the 
life of our nation. From our people comes the con- 
viction that our denomination must do its part to use 
these forces for the preaching of the Gospel. Such 
work calls for planned and united action. Not only 
has our denomination done its part, but under Dr. 
John M. Alexander’s leadership, has taken the lead 
in religious radio in the South. The year-around 
half-hour of preaching has had his inspiring leader- 
ship. Our ministers have been on national hook-ups 
each year. Guidance has been given ministers and 
churches in their problems. Television is being 
studied. New avenues of service are being pressed on 
this Division. They will be met as funds and person- 
nel allow. 


The changing South has brought our ministry to 
the Negro into a new perspective. Our approach and 
our methods must change with the changing oppor- 
tunities. There is a call for action to meet the need 
of the large areas of new Negro homes in every 
Southern city. Surveys, helps in starting new church- 
es, development and training of leadership, new ap- 
proaches to our organizational relationship, these 
and so many other questions press on our Negro Di- 
vision for answer. Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor serves as 
a central point for all these questions. Progress is 
being made as fast as time, strength and funds allow. 
One can easily understand the staggering load in- 
volved in seeking to serve as a meeting ground for 
this pressing challenge. 
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As our South grows, as industry crowds in on us, 
as war clouds rise, as man’s social organization 
becomes ever complex, there come requests that there 
be a place in our denomination where help can be 
secured for efforts to make Christ Saviour and 
Lord in all of this social framework. This has been 


intrusted to our Division of Christian Relations. 


Men do not agree as how best to make Christ Lord 
of all life. All do agree it must be done. Somewhere 
there must be leadership that will serve our people 
in their local churches and in their church courts as 
they strive to meet the difficult problems of follow- 
ing Christ absolutely in business, industry, politics, 
citizenship, world affairs and social life. When 
proper leadership has been secured, the best help of 


which we are capable will be given our people as 


they desire it. 


Out of the expressed and manifested needs of our 
people, the Board of Church Extension has been 
erected. It is composed of men and women who feel 
these needs. Under God’s guiding hand and for- 
giving grace, it will seek faithfully to render all 
possible service to our Church. It can succeed only 
as it makes more efficient the work of our pastors 
and laymen in the local church and Presbytery and 
Synod. All who are a part of it covet the prayers and 
seek the counsel of each single member of our de- 
nomination. 


RECOMMEND THE JOURNAL 
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Am I My Brother’s Keeper? 


BY W. W. EDWARDS 


Ty er, Tex. 

A heavy snow and a week of near zero tempera- 
ture had left our streets and sidewalks covered with 
a slippery glaze. Unaccustomed to snow in my part 
of the country, I stepped from my car early one 
morning and started blithely down the sidewalk. 
Suddenly both feet slipped from under me and | 
fell heavily on my back. When I had recovered my 
breath, and a measure of my poise, I proceeded 
cautiously on my way and soon met an elderly 
friend. 


Instinctively, I said, ‘““T'ake it easy; I’ve just had 
a hard fall!” He acknowledged my greeting and 


passed on. I turned to watch him as he came to the 
corner and saw him slip momentarily, but, having 
made a cautious approach, he kept his footing. 


The thought came to me that my fall and my 
word of warning may have saved my friend from 
serious injury, perhaps a long hospital experience. 
“A word spoken in due season, how good is it!” 
Prov. 15:23b. 


The “word spoken” can take the form of a care- 
fully chosen book, a friendly note, a timely visit, a 
word of encouragement, or a personal experience 
shared. 


In the spiritual realm, it is still true that “he 
which converteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.” 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Asserts His Authority 


Scripture: Mark 11-13. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 2:1-8. 


In Psalm 2:1-8 God the Father is speaking and He is giving to the Son all the prerogatives of a King— 
of the King. A most fitting opening for every meeting of the United Nations Assembly would be the reading 
and pondering of this Psalm. The peoples are indeed imagining a vain thing when they make themselves 
believe that any set of men can bring about peace and happiness on earth. Only as the Rightful Ruler is 
recognized and crowned as King can there be any hope for our confused and wrangling world. The whole 
Psalm gives us the only basis for world government and world peace. Any other plan is so ridiculous that 


God is described as “laughing’”’ at its folly. 


In our rather long assignment—l11-13—we have 
much said about or indicated concerning the 
authority of Jesus Christ. In 11:28 He is asked the 
question, By what authority doest thou these things ? 
and who gave thee this authority? | wish to divide 
these chapters as follows: (1) His Authority as 
King: 11:1-12:12, (2) His Authority as Teacher: 
12:13 - 12:44, and (3) His Authority as Prophet: 
13. 


1. His Authority as King: 
11:1-12:12 


1. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. First, 
there is the preparation for this momentous event 
in the life of our Lord. He sends two of His disciples 
into the village to get the colt upon which He is to 
ride into the city. They spread their garments upon 
the colt. Then follows the procession of shouting 
men, women and children as they surround Him 
and spread garments and palm branches under the 
feet of the animal upon which He rides. He is ac- 
claimed as the King: “Blessed be the kingdom that 
cometh, the kingdom of our father David.” He 
enters Jerusalem as the rightful King, proceeds to 
the Temple, looks around upon all things, and then 
goes back to Bethany with the twelve. 
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2. The Cursing of the fig tree: 12-14 and 20-26. 
This rather unusual incident can only be understood 
in its symbolic and prophetic interpretation. It was 


-an acted parable calling attention to the fruitless- 


ness and failure of the Jewish Nation and their ap- 
proaching doom. What about ourselves as a most 
favored nation’ Are we bearing fruit? In connection 
with this He teaches the lesson of faith, prayer and 
forgiveness. 


3. The Cleansing of the Temple: 15-18. He had 
cleansed the Temple as one of the first acts of His 
public ministry. (See John 2:13-17) In just these 
few years it had become unclean again, and: He casts 
out those who were profaning His Father’s House. 
Is it not easy today for the church to become unclean 
through worldly practices? Read the letters to the 
Seven Churches in Revelation. 


4+. The Question about Authority, and its Answer. 
27-33. This question arose in connection with His 
cleansing of the Temple. By what authority? and 
Who gave thee this authority? It was very similar to 
the one asking for a “sign.” All could see, if they did 
not deliberately close their eyes to the evidence, that 
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He had Divine authority. Nicodemus had said as he 
saw, “No man can do these miracles (signs) that 
thou doest, except God be with him.” They could 
see that He had the authority, but they were un- 
willing to yield to that authority, or even acknow- 
ledge it. 


As was so often the case, they tried to place Him 
in a dilemma, so that no matter how He answered, 
He would be criticized. He places them in a posi- 
tion where they were unwilling to answer by asking, 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of 
men? They saw they were caught and said, We can- 
not tell: then Jesus replied, Neither tell 1 you by 
what authority I do these things. 


5. The Pointed Parable 12:1-12. But He does 
answer them by telling them a story. They could not 
very well object to that. It is a simple, but most 
cutting story, showing them up in their true light. 
They did not always “see the point” in His parables, 
but this one was so plain that they could not miss 
it, and it infuriated them. They sought to lay hold 
upon Him, but feared the people. Like most un- 
believers, they were cowards at heart; afraid to face 
the people; afraid to face the truth. 


ll. His duthority As a 
Teacher: 12:13-44. 


His pointed parable brought on a series of ques- 
tions, most of them designed to catch Him. This 
chapter is sometimes called, The Chapter of Ques- 
tions. 


1. The Question of the Pharisees and Herodians: 
13-17. These two parties, so different, and hating 
each other, unite to try and embarrass the Great 
‘Teacher. Their question is shrewdly put in a flatter- 
ing manner. “‘Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, 
or not?” If He said, Yes, the people, led by the 
“patriotic” Pharisees, would turn against Him; if 
He said, No, then the “quisling’” Herodians would 
report Him to the Roman authorities. Jesus meets 
their cunning question in a masterful way, com- 
pletely discomforting them, and at the same time 
lays down a fundamental principle in regard to the 
relation of Church and State: Render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things 
that are God’s. This statement of His is the basis of 
our doctrine of the Separation of Church and State. 


2. The Question of the Sadducees: 18-27. These 
were the Rationalists of that day, like the Unitarians 
of our time, who did not believe in angels, or spirits, 
or the resurrection. Their question is based on a 
practically impossible supposition. His answer shows 
their folly and ignorance. Do ye not therefore greatly 
err, because ye know not the Scriptures, neither the 
power of God: Here is the real basis of unbelief in 
all ages; simple ignorance; and yet many of these 
men pride themselves on their superior knowledge. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
‘These people have not learned the ABCs of real 
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knowledge. Men who refuse to know the Scriptures, 
or to realize the power of God, are bound to fall 
into all sorts of grievous errors. He not merely re- 
bukes their ignorance and unbelief, but clearly states 
that God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living; if Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are “living,” 
then there is life after death and a resurrection. 


3. The Scribe’s Question 28-34: The First Com- 
mandment. There was much discussion and disagree- 
ment among the scribes about which was the First 
Commandment, and yet the answer is given in the 
Old ‘Testament and should have been familiar to 
them. (see Deut. 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18). As 
students of the Law the scribes ought to have known 
which was the First Commandment. Jesus answers 
his question combining the two tables of the Law in 
what is known as ‘““The Summary of the Ten Com- 
mandments’; Love to God, and Love to Men. 
When Jesus saw that the scribe answered discreetly, 
He said, Thou art not far from the Kingdom of 
(god. A real knowledge of the Law is good prepara- 
tion for salvation by grace, for by the Law is the 
knowledge of sin, and the Law is “our school- 
master,” to bring us to Christ. Whether this scribe 
went “all the way” is unknown to us, but we hope 
that he found Christ. ‘his ended the questions by 
the different groups. 


+. Jesus’ Question: 35-37. There can be but one 
answer to His searching question: Jesus is the God- 
Man. On the one side, He is David's Son; on the 
other side He is David's Lord, the Son of God. 
The Humanity and the Deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ are both plainly revealed to us in the Scrip- 
tures. 


5. Beware of the scribes! 38-40. He shows His 
supreme authority as Teacher by warning them and 
us against all false teachers. There were many in 
His Day; there are many today. 


6. The Widow’s Mite: 40-44. He reveals His 
insight into real giving and sacrifice. Let none of 
us claim to have given “the widow’s mite” unless we 
have given all our living. 


His Authority as a 
Prophet: Chapter 13. 


Our space will not allow an extended discussion 
of this marvellous chapter on His Return in glory. 
It is called “The Olivet Discourse” because it was 
spoken largely on this mount. It began as they were 
leaving the Temple and the disciples showed Him 
the great stones of which it was built. he discourse 
is partly about the destruction of the ‘femple and the 
city of Jerusalem, which took place some 40 years 
later, and partly about His second coming in glory. 
It is hard to keep these separated, for there is a 
blending of the two. It is a most interesting study 
to compare this discourse of the Master with other 
prophecies concerning this same event. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR MARCH 11 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


Le Us Bow 


Introduction 

Some years ago | was discussing with my Board 
of Deacons the problem of church attendance. One 
of the deacons interrupted with some such remark as 
this: ““Preacher, what are you getting so upset 
about? We come here on Sunday morning and we 
‘ sing the Doxology, you lead in prayer, we sing some 
songs, we take the collection, you talk awhile, and 
then we sing again and go home. And nothing 
happens. What difference does it make whether we 
come to the worship services or not?” Perhaps those 
words are a commentary of what the average church 
service means to the average person sitting in the 
pew. But it certainly is a tragedy if that is in any 
way typical. Such a person may have been to church 
but he has not worshipped. Let us look for a moment 
at a typical worship experience and see that when we 
truly worship something does happen. 


A Typical Worship Experience— 
Isaiah 6. 


Perhaps the classic example of what spiritually 
happens every time we really worship, is described 
for us by Isaiah in Chapter 6 of his prophecy. The 
dramatic elements may not be so forcibly present on 
Sunday morning, but spiritually, our arrangement 
of prayer, hymn, Scripture and sermon are all 
designed to lead us thrdugh these same stages of 
experience. 


|. d Look Upward—V } 1-4 
a. God is sovereign—V | 
b. God is Holy—V 2-3a 
c. God is revealed in earth—V 3b 


Isaiah was no doubt discouraged and sorrowful over 
the death of Uzziah. And no doubt he felt that all of 
his hopes and dreams for his native Israel, and 
perhaps for his own personal career, also, had died 
with Uzziah. But he went to the temple of God 
and suddenly all of the parts of the temple became 
alive with the reality that they symbolized, and 
lsaiah’s mind was taken off himself and the things of 
the world and lifted upward to behold the Lord 
upon His throne. As he beheld God, he realized that 
He was sovereign over all things of the earth, that 
He was Holy, and that His glory is to be revealed 
in all the earth. 


This perspective of a look upward is what vou 
and | must regularly have if life is to hold together. 
If God is sovereign, we need not become so upset 
about how Russia behaves because God is on the 
Throne and Russia and its way of life can never 
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forever triumph. If God is Holy, then all the things 
of evil that mar the life of the world must sooner or 
later be put out. If God is to be revealed in all the 
earth, we are not orphans dependent upon ourselves 
but we are children of God dependent upon our 
Heavenly Father, who has infinite resources avail- 
able for our use. 


On Sunday morning, when we come for worship, 
the Bible is open and God speaks to us from His 
Word and through the sermon. We speak to God 
when we lift our hearts in prayer and our voices in 
song. That communion should make us very con- 
scious of the presence of our Sovereign, Holy Lord, 
who has revealed Himself on the earth in His works 
and in His Word and in His Son. 


2. A Look Inward—V 5a 


As soon as Isaiah had seen the Lord in his look 
upward, he took a quick look inward and realized 
his own sinfulness as a man of unclean lips. We 
cannot begin to live until we realize that sin reigns 
in our hearts and defeats and mars all that we do. 
We must understand ourselves not in the light of 
the world and others, but in the light of God and 
His holiness. 


3. A Look Around—V 5b 


One look at the sovereign God not only brought 
a look inward to his own sinfulness but a look 
around made him conscious that others were sinful, 
for they too were a people of unclean lips. We need 
to remember that sin is doing its work in the hearts 
and lives of all people everywhere. And until that 
sin problem is handled and whipped, all of our best 
efforts are but empty and futile efforts. 


+. d Look Altar-ward—V 6-7 


God never shows us our sin without pointing us to 
the Saviour. Immediately a live coal was brought 
from the altar to cleanse the iniquity and purge the 
sin of Isaiah. If you and I come in worship to behold 
the Sovereign God in all the beauty of His holiness, 
we become very conscious of our sinfulness and 
failures. But immediately we are pointed to the 
Saviour who poured out His blood upon the Cross 
of Calvary that we may be forgiven the guilt of our 
sins, cleansed from the pollution of sins, and em- 
powered by the Spirit to overcome sin in days to 
come. Apart from this cleansing there can be no real 
communion and fellowship with God in worship. 
Apart from the endument of power there can be no 


service for God in the days . 


| follow. 


5. A Look Forward—V 8-13 


As soon as Isaiah had been cleansed, the Lord 
called for a volunteer for His service. When Isaiah 
had volunteered, the Lord assigned him for the 
task of going as a witness to tell others the message 
of the Lord. God gave Isaiah the message to give 
and also warned that all men would not heed his 
message. Isaiah’s was not to reason why men would 
refuse, but his was to go forth to faithfully pro- 
claim the message as given. 


In every experience of worship the communion 
with God and cleansing of God must be followed 
by consecration to His service. Every worship service 
should find the prayers, hymns, Scripture and sermon 


becoming alive with meaning that makes us take a 
look upward, a look inward, a look around, a look 
altar-ward, and a look forward. When this happens, 
life will be so thrilled and transformed that we can 
never talk about going to church and nothing 
happening. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Use your program outline in Presbyterian Youth 
following the examples of the various parts of the 
order of worship and the instructions from the 
directory of worship. Have one of your PYF’ers 
not only read each section of Isaiah in the place 
indicated, but to give a word about its meaning and 


significance as well in some such manner as outlined 
above. 


BOGE REVIEWS 


HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
—VOLUMES I1-lI1ll, by Philip Schaff. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing House. $6. Set $45. Many 
people entertain the notion that church history is 
dull and difficult to plow through. Frequently this 
idea is true. The eight volumes by Schaff, however, 
are an exception, and this reviewer would like to 
erase any preconceived ideas that such a work as this 
would not be fascinating. Schaff tells in gripping 
style the story of Christianity from its inception to 
the Swiss Reformation. 


A high conception is held by Schaff as to the 
function of church history. He defines it as “the rise 
and progress of the Kingdom of God upon earth for 
the glory of God and the salvation of the world.” 
He also has a fine appreciation of the Church of 
Christ. To this historian the church is not a mere 
human organization but a divine institution founded 
in paradise, ever struggling, yet certain of victory 
and future glory when she will “exchange her earth- 
ly garments for the festal dress of the Lamb’s Bride 
and rise from the state of humiliation to the state of 
exaltation and glory.’’ What is of still greater im- 
portance, he makes the glorious confession of Christ 
in all the fullness of His two natures. He conceives 
of Christ as “the Key of all history” and the “fly- 
‘wheel in the world’s progress.” 


No apology is offered for writing a church history 
from a strictly Christian standpoint. Schaff main- 
tains that as no one can interpret a poet without 
poetic feeling and taste or a philosopher without 
speculative talent, so no one can rightly comprehend 
and exhibit the history of Christianity without a 
Christian spirit. He writes as a man of faith with 
the avowed purpose of evoking faith on the part of 
the reader. He affirms, ‘““My highest ambition in 
this skeptical age is to strengthen faith in the im- 
movable historical foundation of Christianity and 
its victory over the world.” 


One of the splendid features of this History of the 


Christian Church is that Schaff builds much of his 
material around the great personalities of the 
centuries. For example, the last volume is largely 
taken up with the careers of Zwingli, Calvin, Ser- 
vetus and Beza. He speaks of Calvin as “‘a French- 
man by birth and education, a Swiss by adoption 
and life-work, a cosmopolitan in spirit and aim. The 
Church of God was his home, and that Church 
knows no boundaries of nationality and language. 
‘The world was his parish.” 

Apostles of ecclesiastical unity at any price love to 
quote Calvin’s letter to Archbishop Cranmer of 
England, written October 14, 1552. In this letter 
Calvin deplored the unnecessary divisions of the 
body of Christ. He concluded in this letter, “As for 
myself, if 1 should be thought of any use, I would 
not, if need be, object to cross ten seas for such 
purpose’ —the bringing of the various Protestant 
groups into a closer unity of the faith. The cham- 
pions of the merger of all Protestant denominations 
into one ecclesiastical body have used this letter for 
a different purpose than Calvin’s original idea 
warranted. This is certainly a distortion of Calvin’s 
view on the subject. Without controversy, Calvin 
Was a passionate lover of the unity of the Church, 
as all good Christians should be, provided that unity 
could be achieved on the basis of essential agreement 
in the great Christian doctrines. Calvin was pre- 
eminently a theologian. He believed with all of his 
heart in the Christian doctrines, and he had nothing 
whatsoever in common with the doctrinal indiffer- 
entism of many of the modern proponents of church 
union. It is dishonest, as has become the practice of 
some in our day, to quote certain statements from 
the works of Calvin which, taken out of their con- 
text, can be twisted to sound like the very opposite 
of what the Reformer had in mind. One thing is sure 
from the writings of Calvin, and that is he would 
never be led into any attempt at church union at the 
expense of the grand fundamentals of the Christian 
faith. Calvin felt that no unity was worthy of the 
name Christian unity, that was not based upon the 
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full trustworthiness of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. If the picture of Calvin painted by Schaff is 
reliable, and if Calvi lived in our day, he would be 
found battling shoulder to shoulder with those who 
are fighting the good fight for a whole Bible. 


This reviewer observes only two regrettable fea- 
tures in this set of church history. One is, Schaft 
writes from the Lutheran point of view instead of 
the Reformed. He does not take kindly to Calvin’s 
view of the Sovereignty of God. He said that the 
sovereignty of God is basic to the creed of the Jew 
and the Mohammedan, and the doctrine seems to 
turn God’s power into arbitrariness and His justice 
into partiality. The second regret is that this work 


stops after the Reformation. Some good historian 
ought to bring it up to date. 


If our readers would like to know something of 
the road along which the Christian Church has 
traveled, we would suggest the purchase of this set. 
Schaff is a genial guide and is familiar with every 
foot of the territory. The freshness and vigor of the 
style lures one along with greatest of ease. The 
publishers have also done a fine job in providing 
good paper and attractive type. These eight volumes 
are worthy of serious study. The clear light that 
shines from the past will help us to evaluate the 
problems that disturb us in our day and to meet them 
with courage and poise. —John R. Richardson. 


WOMEN'S WORK 


1951-1952 Program 
Materials For Women 


For Every Woman: The Presbyterian Woman's 
Workbook. (25c). Arranged in three parts—Y ear- 
book, Church Program, and Bible Study Guide. 
This booklet is a guide for study and service for the 
individual woman. 


For Biste Stupy Leapers: These 
Things Abide. (30c). Joseph M. Gettys. Twelve 
lessons based on the Ten Commandments in the 
light of the teachings of Jesus. (Study guide for 
circle members included in The Presbyterian W o- 
man’s Workbook). 


For Circle Procram Topic: Material to “talk 
about” will be found in Presbyterian Women, 
monthly publication. 


For GENERAL PROGRAMS: Christian Patterns of 
Life. (60c). Kenneth J. Foreman. A set of twelve 
programs designed to encourage the individual wo- 
man to work out a Christian pattern for life for 
herself. The emphases of the Church calendar are 
followed in these programs. The reading of the 
article in Presbyterian Survey marked “Monthly 
Church Emphasis” will be good background for 
these programs. 


For INTENSIVE Stupy: Applied Christianity. 
(40c). Samuel M. Glasgow. Six lessons based on a 
study of the Epistle of James. 


For Business WoMEN’s CIRCLE: It is recom- 
mended that business women use a combination of 
the circle Bible study (15 minutes) and the current 
program in the general program booklet. 


—Board of Women’s Work. 


Only one place 
That’s safe to be; 


Only God's hand 


To cover me. 
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MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE 
It Pays To Express Yourself 


One woman recently renewed her subscription to 
The Ladies Home Journal and wrote the editor she 
was not only renewing her subscription because she 
liked the magazine but because the magazine did not 
advertise liquor in any form. She never dreamed 
she would hear from it again, but she received the 
following letter very promptly from the Curtis 
Publishing Company in Philadelphia, Pa.: 


‘Thank you for your recent letter which has 
been sent on to our Subscription Division. It is 
gratifying to know that you support our stand 
on the non-acceptance of liquor advertisement, 
for we have always felt that this type of adver- 
tising has no place in family magazines such as 
ours. Our policy has meant the voluntary sur- 
render of millions of dollars in prospective 
profits, but we stand for what we believe is 
right.” 

With all good wishes, 
(Signed) Bruce Gould, 
Beatrice Blackburn Gould, 
Editors. 


Jonathan Edwards, widely-known minister of 
another generation chose for his personal guid- 
ance the following five rules of conduct: 


1. To live with all my might while I do live. 
2. Never to lose a moment of time. 
3 


3. Never to do anything which I would despise 
in another. 

4. Never to do anything out of revenge. 

5. Never to do anything which I would be afraid 
to do if it were the last hour of my life. 


—Selected. 
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A Word From 
Dr. John R. Mott 


Dr. John R. Mott addressing a group on “Some 
Lessons I Have Learned in a Lifetime of Missionary 
Effort” listed the following twelve points: 

1. Regard Jesus Christ as central because of what 
He is and what He has done. 

2. Follow Christ wherever He leads. He will be 


with you always until the close of the age. 


3. Promote Bible study. (‘‘I don’t know of any 
other safe foundation.” ) 


4. Foster prayer. 


5. Multiply our numbers. Do not play a lone 
hand, denominational or racial. 


6. Welcome the difficulties—do not dodge them. 


They accentuate the importance of Him. 

7. Be sacrificial. 

8. Employ strategy—the science which enables us 
with smaller numbers to obtain larger results. Lay 


siege to the universities and colleges and get to the 
leaders of leaders. 


9. Realize that one cannot administer any great 
work from an office chair only. 


10. Make maximum use of energy, especially time. 


“Live today,” said John Wesley. 
11. Begin work with the children and adolescents. 


12. Increase awareness of God. “My soul, be thou 
silent unto God.” “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
hearkeneth.” 


It Doesn't Make Sense 


There is a great controversy on over America as 
to whether the Bible and instruction in the great 
religious truths of our Christian faith should have 
any place in the public schools of our nation in 
which some 25,000,000 American youth are receiv- 
ing an education to fit them for citizenship and in 
large measure for life. The United States Supreme 
Court in its recent ruling in the McCollum School 
case, throws its weight on the side of atheism and 
secularism in this controversy, declaring there can 
be “no co-mingling of secular and religious instruc- 
tion in the public schools.” 


But there is no controversy and there appears to 
be universal agreement on the need and right of the 
Bible and religion in the prisons of our country, 
where we incarcerate those who have so far disre- 
garded the moral teachings of the Bible and of 
our Christian faith that the State for its own safety 
has confined them within the four walls of our 
prisons. The proof of this is found in our prison laws. 


Here, for example, are the prison laws of three of 
our states. We take it, the other states, in general 
are in agreement with them. 
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The Ohio prison law reads, ‘““The warden shall 
furnish each convict with a Bible.’ The prison law 
of Michigan, “The chaplain shall hold religious 
services in the prison, and he shall attend to the 
spiritual wants of the convicts, he shall give the 
convicts moral and religious instruction, and he 
shall, at the expense of the State, furnish a Bible to 
each convict.” The prison law of Illinois, “It shall 
be the duty of the chaplains to perform religious 
services in the penitentiaries, to attend to the spiritual 
wants of the convicts, to visit the convicts in their 
cells for the purpose of giving them moral and 
religious instruction, and to furnish, at the expense 
of the State, a Bible to each convict.”’ 


No controversy here. The Bible is a wonderful 
book to reclaim and rebuild the lives of those who 
have gone wrong—of murderers, rapists, thieves, 
robbers. There is no other book to be compared with 
it. It is so essential that the State sees to it that a 
Bible is placed in the hands of every convict and at 
State expense, that moral and spiritual instruction is 
so necessary for convicts that the State provides and 
pays for chaplains to give it. It’s the one great hope 
of redeeming criminals. No suggestion that secular 
instruction will redeem them. 


But when it comes to making use of the Bible and 
giving American youth in the nation’s schools in- 
struction in its great religious truths to build them 
up in moral character and keep them out of our 
prisons, there are many who are saying, “Oh, we 
must not do that.”’ To all but force the Bible and 
religious instruction upon the convicts in our prisons 
and withhold them from the youth in our schools— 
“O, consistency, thou art a jewel!’ ... Isn’t it time 
we use some common sense and give the Bible and 
religious instruction a chance in our public schools 
to keep American youth from getting into our 
prisons ? 

Daniel Webster said, “The State's right to punish 
crime involves its duty to teach morals.”’ 


Picture Of A Dying Church 


The story is told of an artist who was engaged to 
paint a picture of a dying church. Those who com- 
missioned him, rather naturally, expected that he 
would portray a ramshackled old structure set in the 
midst of a neglected yard overgrown with weeds, 
with broken windows, weatherbeaten and unpainted 
walls, and surrounded by a general air of decrepi- 
tude. 


Instead, the artist painted the picture of a stately 
building with expensive art glass windows, a con- 
siderable expanse of richly carved wood, a high 
pulpit, and comfortable pews. In the foyer, on a 
conspicuous corner of the wall, a box was fitted, 
across the front of which were the words “FOR 
MISSIONS.” Over the little opening designed to 
receive the contributions there was a cobweb! 


—Roy L. Smith. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


World Missions Receipts 


$729,047.34 
778,020.98 


April 1, 1949 to Jan. 31, 1950 
April 1, 1950 to Jan. 31, 1951 


(jain S$ 48,973.64 
Program of Progress Net Receipts 


April 1, 1950, to Jan. 31, 1951 $135,651.56 


Cockburn To Deliver 
Addresses At Davidson 


Rev. James Hutchison Cockburn, D.D., former 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, will deliver 
five addresses at Davidson College, February 25-28, 
on the subject, “The Church and State in Europe.”’ 
The series, known as the Otts lectures, will be 
published in book form shortly after the delivery. 


From The Chicago 


Tribune 


“Two separate crowds packed the large audi- 
torium of the Moody Memorial Church last night 
to hear the famous young evangelist, Billy Graham, 
while thousands were turned away from both meet- 
ings for lack of space. The first sermon was at 7 :00 
o'clock and the second at 9:00. 


The American Broadcasting Company, which 
broadcasts Dr. Graham's “The Hour Of Decision’ 
each Sunday afternoon, announced in New York 
vesterday that this program ‘has received the highest 
Neilsen six-minute total audience rating ever gar- 
nered by a réligious broadcast.’ The rating was for 
the December 3-9 period. 


“A later sampling by the Hooper-Neilson organi- 
zation placed Dr. Graham’s broadeast rating at 
twelfth in all broadcasts in the nation with an esti- 
mated audience of 22,000,000. This is regarded as 
phenomenal in radio circles as “The Hour Of De- 
cision’ has been on the air only fourteen weeks, is 
unsponsored and has had practically no advertise- 
ment. 


“ABC also announced that the listener response 
to the Town Meeting of the Air on January 2, 
which Dr. Graham shared with Dr. Ralph Sock- 
man, of Christ Methodist Church, New York City, 
was the largest in the 16-year history of the pro- 
gram. In all, 20,440 cards, letters and telegrams 
were received. [The highest previous response was 
11,745 pieces of mail in 1948. Dr. Sockman and 
Dr. Graham discussed ‘Do We Need Old Time 


Religion?’ ” 
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Union Seminary Fellowship 


Winners For 1951 


Four seniors and one graduate student have been 
selected to fellowships for advance study, Union 
Seminary has announced. 


Selected by vote of the faculty as a result of their 
outstanding work are: William S. McLean of 
Lenoir, N. C., Samuel D. Maloney of Knoxville, 
‘Tenn., James T. Womack of Norfolk, Va., Lamar 
Williamson Jr, of Monticello, Arkansas, all of 
whom are seniors at the present time, and The Rev. 
Keith R. Crim of Strasburg, who was also selected 
for this honor last year. 


Businessman 
Enters 
Seminary 
Decatur, Ga., (PN)—W. A. (Al) Dealey, 


assistant secretary-treasurer of the A. H. Belo Cor- 
poration of Dallas Texas, has been granted a leave 
of absence so that he may carry out his plans to 
become a minister. 


Dealey enrolled February 5 in Austin Presby- 


terian Theological Seminary. The leave of absence 
from the Dallas News is for an indefinite period. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 
Receives Four Candidates 
For The Ministry 


Richard Morgan, junior at Union Theological 
Seminary ; Wm. Edward Newton, junior at U.T-S., 
Roy F. Riddle and Harold Stonewall Mace, both of 
Charlotte, were received as candidates for the min- 
istry at the stated winter session of Mecklenburg 
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“The Call Of Christ And His Church” 
Sunday, March 4 
Topic: 
“THE GOD OF 


THE BURNING 
BUSH” 


Dr. W. A. Alexander 


Speaker During 
March 


Consult Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies 
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